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| ing to take advantage of his words; when he went 


fron place to place, it was they who followed him; 
and when he gained disciples, it was generally from 
among them: ‘* have any of the rulers or of the phari- 
sees believed on him?’ proudly demauded the hypo- 
“ If the world hale you, ye know thal ut huied me before) crites. It was of them that he spake, when he told 

it hated you.” | the pharisees plainly that “ the publicans and harlots 
: ee ee should go into the kingdom of God before them.” It 

These words our Saviont spake to his disciples. but’ oven became @ common saying among the self-righte- 
afew hours before he was betrayed into the hands of | ous bigots, that Jesus was ‘ a friend of Publicans and 
sinners.” 

But while such was the case with the non-préfessors, 
_the other class stood in determined array against our 
Lut it is one); Saviour. The Pharisees, who then formed the most 
which seems to be as little understood, and is certain- | popular and powerful of the religious sects, and were 
ly asmuch misrepresented, as any which the ingenuity the most venerated on account of the austere sanctimo- 
of latter ages has perverted frém the truth as it was in’ ny of their lives, stood foremost in the opposition. They 
Christ. When professors of religion declaim on the | “ agreed that ifany man did confess that Jesus was 
hatred of the world’s people towards christians, what, Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue ;” they 
do they commonly mean by the terms, the world, orthe sent officers to take Jesus; they more than 
world’s people ? 


THE WORLD'S HATRED OF CHRIST AND 
HIS FOLLOWERS. 


ApsTRACT OF A SERMON FROM Joun xv. 18. 





his enemies. The geyecral sulject of them iL, the 
World's hatred of Christ and his followers : a subject! 
that is frequently introduced, at the present day, in 


preaching, and religious conversation. 


once 
What class, what description of men?) * sought to lay hands upon him ;” they agreed with 
“ Why.’ you are ready to answer, “every body knows | Judas to betray him; they attended the traitor to the 
who the world’s people are: they are the gay, the | fatal garden of Gethsemave; they smote the Lord of 
merry and the careless; those who make no profession | life and glory, in the palace of Caiaphas ; they com- 
of relivion, and treat sacred things with indifference, | pelled Pilate to abandon him to their wrath; and they 
and often with levity... My friends, are these the crucified him, aud mocked him while dying! O my 
Are they those whom our Saviour, iu God, why was it left to the chief professors of the age, 
world? Are these such as had | to commit the crime at which the sun grew dark, and 
hated Christ. and were to hate his disciples? Was it| the graves gave up their dead! 

not the Priests, the doctors of the law, the pharisees,; I wish it were possible to give a true and living de- 
the scribes and their adherents,—was it not this class, | scription of the ancient Phavisees and their adherents ; 
and tls alone, that was guilty of all the outrageous! for the truth is, their character is but little understood. 


world’s people ? 


our text. called (his 


abuse. an 
Saviouror his apostles ever met with? 
you well know, professed to be pious, to the utmost; relative duties of family, friendship and society, and, 
and was actually thought, by the people of that age, | perhaps, coldly professing religion; but thinking that 
to Le in possession of about all the religion there was | virtue will recommend him to the approbation of his 
then on earth! ‘This was the world that hated Christ ; | Maker, he has none of that fiery zeal, none of that aus- 
‘bis was the world that afterwards persecuted his apos- | tere mummery, which distinguish others ; and if what 
les; and this was the world to which our Saviour al- is called an awakening spring up, discountenances ra- 
luded in the text. 'ther than favors it. But there is no sort of resemblance 


No ove can have read the New-Testament, with the between such a character and that of the ancient 


| 
. ° = : . . > ° | 
least attention, without perceiving that the Jewish na- Pharisees. I seriously defy any body to describe a 


tion, in Christ’s day, was divided into two general clas- character more unlike theirs. 
ses, just as the community at large is now divided: men? 
professors and non-professors. 


Were they good moral 
Did they make great account of moral virlue 
The first of these clas- in their religion? Hear what Christ said of them :— 
ses was indeed subdivided into several sects, as is that ** Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees! for ye devour 


of the present day ; but they may all be ranked to- widows’ houses.” Is this morality? Did they not 


gether under the general appellation of professors. — murder Christ, and his apostles? and was that morali- | 


They professed religion, supported a worship of God, ty? Did not Christ represent them as being full of ex- 
and Were attentive to all the particulars of what was tortion and iniquity? and was that morality? ‘hey 
then esteemed a holy life. The second class consisted sought for false witnesses to condemn the Saviour ; and 
of such persons, both in high, and in low life, as made upon thew came all the righteous blood that had been 
no pretensions to any religion, and were called cursed shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
by those who thought themselves righteous. ‘Thissec- to that of Zacharias, the son of Barachias. As to the 
ond class, as well as the first, was subdivided into sev- importance they attributed to moral virtue, they had 
eral kinds: some were merely denominated sinners, to no thought that it constituted the spirit of religion. 
distinguish them from the supposed saints; others were | There never was a more zealous people than the 
Publicans, who seem to have been looked upon with Pharisees. St. Paul, who knew them well, bears wit- 
Peculiar abhorrence ; and others were Gentiles who ness that they had a zeal of God, though it was not 
had become incorporated with the inhabitants of , according to knowledge. Hlow zealous they were, we 
‘may discover trom Christ’s words: ‘“* ye compass sea 
The class of non-professors, as surprising as it may and land to make one proselyte.” They apeniag. 
seem, were rather attached to Christ, than opposed to | “ thought themselves righteous, and despised others. 
him. It was of them that the Evangelist spake, when| They were conscious, too, that it became such holy 
he said that + the common people heard him gladly,” | people as themselves to stand aloof from the ungodly 
and that they “received him gladly.” When he world; and they therefore said to others, ** Stand by 





preached, it was they who made up the atteading mul- thyself, come not near unto me; for Iam holier than 


| titude, with perhaps here and there a pharisee watch- 








; : ; : : F 
1 of almost all the opposition, that either our! It is now generally supposed that a pharisee is a man, have since lived, have, with but few exceptions, re- 
And this class,' moral in his couduct, faithful in the discharge of the ,sembled them. They who persecuted the protestants, 


| 
i 


| 


} 
‘ 
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thou.” The character is truly disgusting ; but let us 
proceed with the description, for I can almost fancy 
that I see them before.me. ‘* They make sad their 
countenances,”’ ‘* they disfigure their faces,” ‘* they 
bow down their backs,” “they afflict their souls ;” 
every step which they take, discovers their pretention 
to piety, and every word they speak séunds like the 
voice of death. Have thev lost al) their friends on 
earth, and in heaven, too, that they look thas? Hark, 
they pray; for they love to pray, long and frequently, 
when men canhearthem. What dothey say? * God, 
we thank thee that we are not like other people!” I 
have heard this prayer before. But what makes the 
great difference between them and others? Hear their 
own account: ** we fast twice in the week ; we pay 
tithes of all we possess ;”’ and they uvcht have added, 
‘** we are, in short, scrupulous in observing all the tra- 
ditions of the elders.” Alas, for the poor, deceived 
souls,—they have not mentioned one good work in their 
whole catalogue! Have they clothed the naked, fed 
the hungry, consoled the distressed? Have they visit- 
ed the widow and the fatherless? Have they dealt 
justly, loved mercy, and walked humbly before their 
God? Have they entered in at the strait gate, by do- 
ing unto others as they would that others should do 
uuto them? Oh, no: this would have been nothing but 
dead moral virtue ; there would have been no religion 
in it: and they did not want to be damned with the 
poor Moralisis. Their religion was something more holy 
than all this. 

Such, my friends, was the character of the worid's 
people who hated our Saviour, and his disciples. And 
itis aremarkable fact that all the persecutors who 


and washed Europe with the blood of the followers of 
the Lamb, were zealous professors ; so were they who 
drove our fathers to the shores on which we now stand ; 
and from these very shores, the blood of Quakers and 
Baptists has long since cried unto God against those 
whom we have been taught to call, the pious ancestors 
of New-Fngland. Of all this shocking mass of cruelty 
and hatred, the guilt rests but on one class of men. 

There is one general reason why non-professors sel- 
dom engage in persecuting religion: and that is, they 
are too indifferent about it. To remier one a persecu- 
ter, he must have zeal; a zeal so ardent and fiery, as 
to sear his conscience, and destroy the natural tender- 
vess of the human heart. 

Having pointed out the kind of people who hated 
Christ, we will now proceed to ascertain the cause of 
their hatred. Much of this, it is reasonable to suppose, 
may be found in the peculiar nature of Christ’s relig- 
ion. It opposeth their prejudices and partialities.— 
Had Christ inculcated a doctrine which accorded with 
their spirit, they would not have hated it violently, 
even if it did not agree with their theory, in every 
point. Jet us, then, seek for that particular trait in 
his gospel, which was so intolerable to the pharisees ; 
but which, at the same time, was not obnoxious to the 
feelings of the publicans and sinners. 

Happily for us, our Saviour has, himself, pointed out 
this trait. When the publicans and sioners, on a cer- 
tain occasion, drew wear to hear him, as usual, the 
scribes and pharisees murmured. Then Christ spake 
several parables to them; and among the rest, that of 
the prodigal son, which was intended to shew them 
the inhomanity and uurea:ovableness of their opposi- ' 
tion: A certain man had two sous. The youngertook 
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the portion that fell to him, deserted his father’s house, ' 
and went into a distant country. Here, he spent all 

his living in riot and debauchery ; and at last betook 

himself to the feeding of a herd of swine, in order to, 
procure subsistence. He was poor and friendless ; the . 
pangs of famine were upon him; and as he sat in the 
field, he could not restrain his emotions. ‘*‘ How many 
hired servants, in my father’s house, have bread enough, 
and to spare; and lo, I perish with hunger. I will 
arise,” said he, ‘* and go unto my father.” Whata 
transport thrilled through the withered heart of the 
dld man, when he saw his long-lost son again. ‘“ It is 
meet that we should make merry and be glad,” said 
he ; and the tears that streamed from his aged eyes, 
told that it was such an hour of overpowering joy, as_ 
seldom comes on earth. The elder son, meanwhile, 
was returning from the field ; he heard the sound of. 
music and dancing, and asked what it meant. “ Thy 

brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.— | 
And he was angry, and woui-! not goin.” 

In the anger of this elder son, Christ showed the | 
Pharisees a specimen of theirown. They were angry, 
not because his gospel did not provide enough for ¢hem, ! 
but because it was equally beneficent to others, whom | 
they thought not so good as themselves. The elder. 
son was not dissatisfied with hisown treatment, for the | 
father told him, ** all I have is thine ;” only cast out 
that profligate, debauched, disgraceful brother, who 
was about to share of the estate, in common with him- 
self, and all would be right again. So, when Christ 
told the Pharisees that the publicans and harlots 
should enter the kingdom of God before them, he indi- 
cated, of course, that they should eventually enter ;— 
and what more, you will ask me, could they wish, be- 
sides the kingdom of God? I will tell you, my friends : 
the glorious satisfaction of seeing others excluded !— 
They felt like those in our own day, who declare, that 
it all men are to be admitted in heaven, they do not 
wish to enter, themselves. 

Another parable which our Saviour spake, to the 
same purport, was that of the laborers. Why did the ! 
earlier laborers murmur at the good man of the house ? 
because they did not receive enough? No; for they 
then held in their hands what they had been willing to | 
toil for, through the burden and heat of the day. They 
had obtained all they had anticipated,—except the 
gratification of seeing those destitute whom they 


é Bi i a eae "4 
tion of the particular Baptist churches, at Chatham, in| Oar chief Priests, Scribes and Pharisees, can gain 
Kent, 1793. At that assembly I (Vidler) was public- | no honor by proving their relation to Israel’s Watch. 
ly excluded from their communion, for believing and | men, as described in the sequel of the 56th chapter of 
avowing the doctrine of the restitution of all things.— | the book of Isaiah: * Blind—Dumb, &c,” K. 
The moderator, when he had pronounced the sentence 
of excision, added,—‘ I am constrained to say, that —D 2 a... 
your moral conduct has been such as would do honor 


‘ . 
to a much better cause than that in which you are en- IMR. M‘CALLA AGAIN. 


gaged.’—And the minister, who preached on the occa- | (Mr. Ballou of Boston, having been absent for some 
sion to a very crowded audience, said—* The Univer- time, has not had it in his power to ackeowisais 
sal doctrine is an heresy, and every one who holds it is 5 

an heretic: not that every heretic is a wicked man; 
for heretics are often the holiest of men; but heresy is 


Dr. Exvy’s notjce to him; he now desires to give to 


the readers of the Magazine all the information pos- 


‘more dangerous than vice : for if a wicked manis sound| sible on the subject, and therefore calls their atten- 


in the faith, there is some hope of him ; such are often tion to the following letters— 
, : é ics ey ar ry seldom 
recovered: but as for heretics, they are very se snGh +0p shAnnect-eeeee 


7@ y i ory " y 7 ir- | rye . 
recovered from their errors..—'There were nearly thir-| To Mr. Abner Kneeland, 


ty Calvinistic ministers of different denominations pre-| gin fy answer to your letter of the &th inst. ad 
sent, and only one of them disavowed the sentiment! Jjressed to me on the subject of my note to Mr, Ballou 

. . . “ " 5 
that was publicly taught. Ihave from that time to I would state, that | was ful/y convinced that Mr, M). ° 


this been treated with the utmost contempt by many Calla never, at any time in his life, wrote, indited, or 
nominal christians of loose characters, who have been @4dressed one line on any subject, to either Mr. Bal- 
lou of Boston, or Mr. Mitchell of New-York, hy the 


e ies : , tics, and... . : ' : . 
taught that the holiest of men may _ heret : simple declaration of Mr. M’Calla himself. His wor, 
that heresy, though attended with holiness, is worse concerning any fact to which he would testify, is suffi. 
than vice!!! The enormity of this maxim appears in cient ground for confidence to all who have any inti- 
its full view, when it is recollected that by error and mate acquaintance with him. | have been acquainted 

with him for several years, and could certify, were it 
| needful, that he is a minister in the Presbyterian 
| Church, in good and regular standing with his breth- 

' " ; , ren, and highly esteemed for his honesty, eloqu 
<The friend, who sent us the above, is desired to , ,’ reed 7 oe 
talents. aud piety, by thousands in our ecclesiastical 





heresy we are not to understand a departure from chris- 
tianity, but a departure from Calvinism.” 





le —_ 
inform us, where we may fi ** Vidler’s Letters to : : ; 
’ y find d communion.—IJis veracity, so far as I know, was nev- 


Fuller.’—Editors. 
(er questioned by any before he commenced a corres- 


| pondence with you ; and since, none doubt it but a few 
| who believe in the universal salvation of mankind.— 
| These senm fo me to doubt the veracity of God, and 
to believe in the veracity of ** the father of lies.”” who 
said, ** ye shall not surely die ;** so that it is no won- 
der if they should call Mr. M’Calla * a liar.” 

The evidence which fully convinced and still con- 


RELIGIOUS MADMEN AND 
SELF MURDERERS. | Vinces me of his soundness of mind, is presented to me 
| by my ears, when I hear him speak on any subject, for 


The following is from the New-England Palladium, | j,6 t.j):s like a man of good seuse; and by my eyes, 
of the 17th instant. when I read any of his writings. 

While perusing it, our readers will doubtless recall | His debate with yourself coNVINCED ME that he is 
to mind the article lately inserted from the Boston! ‘* @ man of sound miud,” and I think came near to 
RECORDER, entitled ‘ Universalism favorable to Self- | COMViNeNs your judgment, sorely a dairy fey s 
Murder.” We wonder whether the editor of that pa- a csaagpele rye or-eipatone salingal 4 — — “ie 

christian world calls orthodoxy, of extraordimary po- 
per will insert this account, which comes from Geneva, | Jemical abilities and prowess. If he did ‘not conquer 
the place where his great Calvin lived, preached, and | vou, at least yeu will admit, that a man of no mean 


° . , } - tm > . ) ; ie Pe ¢ ¢ 
murdered, not himsels, but, Serretus. powers of mind could not put him to flight «na contest 
of four days. In short, by the same kind of eridence 


“ GENEVA, (Switzerland,) July 18. which convinces me that Mr. Kneeland is not iusane, 


————D 0:0 aire——__ 
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thought less worthy than themselves. 

Indeed, there is, in the human heart, a false pride, | 
which will never be content with any thing but pre-, 
eminence. We see it operating in all the pursuits of, 
‘ife. How many do we observe amassing wealth, ac- | 
quiring learning, or seeking office, not because they, 
strictly speaking, love these things, but because they | 
wish to surpass their neighbors! Give them, in their 
favorite acquirement, a superiority over those that are 
around them, and they remit theirexertions, for their 


object is attained. When this false emulation, this | 


spirit of rivalship, erects its throne in the heart of a de- 
vyotee, he can conceive of no heaven, unless it be shut 
against some of his fellow-creatures ; and grace is no 
grace to him, unless it be partial. MARcvus. 
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HERESY WORSE THAN VICE. 


What must we think of the conduct of many who 
profess to be Christians, when we read the following 
extract from the letters recently published * from Mr. 


| trom this species of madness, which the faculty, from 


** Our Lunatic Assylum and our Hospitals are filled | but has a sound understanding, and other mental fa- 
with unhappy persons, of both sexes, whom religious | culties, which | deem nearly as much perverted as 
fanaticism has deprived of theirreason. Of late years! those of Milton’s devil, | am now convinced that Mr. 
we have had to deplore several suicides, proceeding | M’Calla, in native energy of mind, in soundness of 
judgment, clearness of apprehension, accuracy of rea- 
constant er consider as the most difficult soning, rectitude of conscience, benevolence of heart, 
to be cured. 


and even in the knowledge of Hebrew and Grecian 
Should the Editor of the Bosion Recorder publish literature, is every way Mr. Kneeland’s superior. 


the foregoing, we would advise him to head it with, ' Mr. sry: letters to ae apes “ a. 
Tiigsdeihionn favanable ta Math ‘ - E Jave not tailed to convince thousands who ba re 
Si lf Murder ; and if not, We} inom with delight, that you have no need to desire a 


i request him to take the next instance, which shall be | 6optrovertist of sounder intellect. 

published in the Newspapers, of believers in Endless Ezra Strives Evy. 
Misery having been driven, by their horrible doctrine, Phiiadeiphia, September 11, 1824. 

to killthemselves. Let him not forget the proper title, — 

Universalism favorable to Self-Murder. It will do good, REPLY. 

and help the cause along. Sin.—If, in reply to your note to me of the 11th 
‘inst. I do not use all that mildness to which | am ac- 
customed, and which it is always a pleasure to me to 
observe, unless prevented by a sense of justice due to 
myself, you will know the example | follow, with 
which you cannot be displeased, since it comes from 
A ae etirune ourself, 

BALDUR'S INQUIRY.” f In answer to my note, you say, “1 was fully con- 
rinced,” &c. ‘This, sir, you informed the public before, 
the truth of which I did not call in question ; it was 
therefore unnecessary to repeat it: the subject of m} 


——t | GD: a 
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This Treatise was published in February, 1824, and 
the first Edition is nearly sold off. Although our Jearn- 





Vidler to Mr. Fuller, on the Universal Restoration, ; @4 Reviewers have been in the habit of noticing most. inquiry was the evidence by which you were so con 


with a statement of facts attending that contro- if not all new publications, as soon as may be, after vinced, and which you had not giv 


versy °” 


“It is a maxim pretty generally allowed among Cal-| merits, that the community may form some judgment 


en to the public.— 


their appearance, and giving some opinion of thei: | You now say, ** Idis (Mr. M’Calla’s) word is — 
rround for confidence,” &c. If, Sir, the prayer: 
heen informed that you had the “ werd” of Mr. M’C. 


sinistic : i - whether any new book is worthy of thei te (a 
vinlatte charches, that error is more dangerous than y y 0 heir perusal, it}. your authority for the trath of what you stated (and 
rrce. This inaxim was publicly avowed at the asgocia-| does not appear that they have noticed this work. i 





which no one could positively know except Mr. WC. 



































UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


@ rns 


himself,) I should never have troubled you on this sub-| Tam gtad that Mr. 
‘ect. Or, if Mr. M’C, had been as prompt in disavow- | been read by “ thousands” 
i the letter published by Mr. Ballou, as you were in hope 
iigcovering the false statements which it contained in | 
“gatlee to yourself and Dr. Wilson, the public would Philadelphia, Sept. 13, 1824. 
have been set’ right at once, which would have pre- 
yented any groundless suspicions. Mr. B. however, | 
had every reason to suppose the letter genuine, and 
therefore treated it as such ; and | do not see how the 
oublic could be fully convinced to the contrary until it 
was disavowed by the man whose name it bears. I 
have now in my possession one of the letters in ques- 
tion. aud am thereby fully convinced that no part of it | 
is in the haud writing of Mr. M’Calla. 

It gives me pleasure aioe to find that a w’C, 
e ; ixrh among the clergy as a man of * hones- ; 2 ; 
wigan Aa talents, and piety by thousands in our | dained the endless misery of one soul, which he has 
[vresbyterian’s] ecclesiastical communion ;” forall this;made. Hence I infer that you believe that God fore- 


aids weight to the importance of the late discussion : ' ordained a large part of mankind, before they had a 


ana t suit iepe that wothing will vccur to lessen him being, that they sho init ‘ " 
jn your estimation; but that you will still consider | pie y uld be born into this World of trou 


bin “*a champion for what the greater part of the | l¢s die in sin, and be wicked and miserable as long as 
christian world calls orthodoxy.” That he has “ ez-| their Maker exists. Now Sir, I wish to ask you, how 
travrdinary polemical abitities and prowess,” I believe | you can reconcile such a doctrine with the goodness of 
will not be doubted by any one who heard, or who)God? If God is aiming at the good of those, whom he 
shall read the discussion. — ae . , _|foreordained should be endlessly miserable, why does 

But, sir, after all, notwithstanding this high opinion | yo¢ your supposed satan aim just as much at their good 
of your friend, M°@. you have not had the hardihood | . 


: ‘in deceiving and destroying them? God gives them 
‘9 deny that he has made the incorrect statements | 4 ying the : nd 


with which he is charged, neither have you attempted | me good things in this world, but ouly to aggravate 
‘o reconcile the making of those erroneous statements |their wretchedness in another. Satan tempts them 
with the possession, at the same time, of a sound mind. ito partake of various good things in this world, to ren- 
He stated, during the discussion, that I had written \der them more miserable in another. You may say, 


and published a Greek grammar, which is totally in-/ +121 God has a right to do what he will with his own. 
correct ; that he was denied the use of the Church in 


Lombard-street any longer, which is equally untrue ;/44 if he pleases bas make souls to be eternally tor- 
which statement he has repeated several times, | mented, he is zood inso doing. Why should not satan 
‘hough it has been as often contradicted,) and he has’ be called good in helping God to fit sinners for destruc- 
ziven no proof whatever of itstruth. He has alsostat- tion, since he does as God foreordained he should do, 


ed, since the discussion, that I have refused to meet; ‘ . 
’ .. , . | and God’s coul t ained other 
him again; that I sent him the first number of the dis- | and God’s pleasure could not be obtained in any 


~~ a adie et , is 
cussion, and requested him to point out the errors, if bites: he If you will insist that God is good in casting off 
there were any; with several other statements which | sinners, then he would be good in casting yourself off, 
| conld name, if ] were disposed to multiply them, not | andl likewise all mankind. But do vou desire or pray 

I { Jy pray 


me of which is correct. And alter all, | am not dispo- | God to do you good in this way? : 


Are you pleased 
o « ‘ 9°. og be - 9 99 \ d } : : . ips 
_ Kj ws rage 77 Scam ee De eee | with the idea that God may make your dearest friends 
imose Pordas °° ¢ AIAr. > S$ ‘ S I 


beon so called by ** a few who believe in the univer- miserable to all eternity? Why do you ever pray for 
sal salvation of mankind,” among whom you undoubt- | their salvation, if their damnation is equally good for 
edly meant to inclade me!! Such ivsinuations, with-| them? Perhaps you will answer, that you cannot see 
out proof, more than te say, ‘ ‘ihese skEM fo me,” | God to be good to those whom he foreordained to end- 
Xc. IL cousider far beneath the dignity of either the. ie at woe; but God is just in punishing those 


Jeutleman or the christian. It is more charitable to | , : : . ~ 
impute such intemperate language as that which has | who transgress his good law. Did not God foreordain 


beeu used by Mr. M’Calla, and his vindicator, toa dis- that his law should be thus transgressed’? You must 

turbed imagination, or a disordered brain, than it is to| answer yes. Where is the justice of God that has no 

say it proceeds from a worse motive. ‘T’o say that such ' goodness in it? Is that worthy the nameof justice, which 

‘ aze fr i i es . * . 

ae oe ae a om - hance " Pe gation, _ without the creature’s having done either good or evil, 
Oo: rae Ss $ . . . 

bain a hehet © doumeentay wicked !” ; | dooms it to sin and misery eterual ? 

I challenge you, sir, to show the least evidence that | Is it just to punish & creature endlessly for doing 
Universalists “ doubt) the veracity of God !—and | what God foreordained it should do, which it was im- 
what evidence can you give why it should so ‘*SEEM”’ possible he should avoid doing? Ought that to be 
‘0 you other thau the evil surmisings of your own heart? ‘called just which is not good? How could God doa 
re oe pr Zo —. i Sa poy ane | creature an injury, if this is not? What would be do- 
who said, ¢ oo tea eRe coe Pp 299 I know of pa |ing wrong if this be right? Would it be wrong to fore- 

ve 3 sibe $s ° . 
Universalist but what believes that Adam did die the 





with so much delight.” J 


they will also be willing to read the discussion. 
ABNER KNEELAND. 
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LETTER TO A CALVINIST. 


Sir,—Your creed teaches, that God hath foreordain- 
ed whatsoever comes to pass. You are likewise much 








‘ordain that his creatures should be holy and happy? 
very death threatened, and that too ** in the day” of | Would not this be good? How could a bad being 
his transgression, But those who believe that God | treat a creature worse, than your God treats the re- 
threatened all mankind with efernal death, — probate? Supposing satan had creative power, and 
SAVes gs : a . ’ ou : : q . 
the iden bys sch amtr bs et Se 08 Oe ae determined to make creatures like himself totally wick- 
of the serpent, who said to our mother Eve, (who, no| ed, and intending to make them worse and worse until 
doubt was one of the elect,) and who now says to all|/they had filled up a great measure of iniquity, and 
the elect, ** ye shall not surely die ?” should then send them to never-ending torment, for 

If some of these remarks should be rather “ highly doing what he meant they should do, would you not 
ps al so as to make your “lips smack,”* how | 21) this satan-like conduct? And can you call the 
co : ¥ ‘“ MM; 7 " 
iene expect any thing better from “‘ Milton's same conduct in another being godlike. Why should 

. ll pleased with being made and sent 
As to my inferiority in every thing that is either | YOU Bot be as well p s 
F ” . . ™ > 

learned, good, scape My to Mr MWC. “in the opinion | to endless misery by satan, as by God? Would it be 
of one who supposes my ‘* understanding and other 
mental faculties”? so much * perverted,” as the writer 
ofthe letter which I am now answering, it gives me 
- Uneasiness whatever; because, in the mind of the 
ee with whom Mr. M’C. stands so very high, | may 

© mferior, and yet not be very low. 

* es . . ° > 

See your notice in the public papers ef Mr. Brewn- 


‘ : : ge HT 
lee's work against the Quakers, previous to ifs publi 
Cation, 


almighty power, than by a being of finite or limited 
power? 
You may be ready to admit that God is not good or 


just to the creatures, whom he ordained to endless sin 


and misery; but that be is good to those whom he 
saves; and in order to make them as happy as possible, 
he must display his wrath and indignation upon the re- 
probate to all eternity. 








~~ * 





How would such a display of 


M’Calla’s letters to me have 


opposed to mine opinion, that God hath not foreor- | 


any more comfortable to you to be bated by a being of | — 
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goodness be esteemed among our fellow men? Sup- 
pose an earthly parent has ten children, equally de- 
pendent and needy, he gives bread to nine, and 
starves the one to death, that they might enjoy their 
bread with a higher relish; what should you think of 
the goodness of the parent or the nine children, who 
| were rendered happier by such partiality and unkind- 
;ness? Would not such conduct be reprobated by all 
| men of good understanding and benevolence? Would 
| you feel under obligation to love a parent, who should 
|be so destitute of love to you? Would you consider 
) that parent good, who should bestow every good thing 
| upou your nine brothers, while you are doomed to per- 
petual banishment from the family, the face, and favor 
of those who begat you; and who chained you in fet- 
ters of brass; shrouded in the darkness of a dismal 
dungeon ; perishing with hunger and thirst ; suffering 
the most excruciating torture in body and mind; no 
eye to pity, no arm to save; no rest day, nor night ; 
no gleam of hope, but black dispair; tormenting fire 
filling every organ and nerve of the body ; wailing and 
gnashing your teeth to ceaseless ages? You pretend 
that God is just and good in making creatures to such 
an end, for his glory and the good of his holy kingdom. 
If sucha plan and work is for the glory of your God, 
| pray tell mo what would be for his greatest dishonor ? 
| What could God do that would be to his reproach and 
|contempt, if such things are not? 
I believe with you that God has foreordained what- 
|ever comes to pass. But I have no satisfactory evi- 
| dence, either from scripture, reason, or nature, to believe 
that he foreordained that one soul should be eternally 
‘wicked and miserable. I cannot see God to.be good, 
while he appears to be partial, unjust, and cruel. It 
he saves some of his creatures, and makes others al- 
ways miserable, is he not partial? If he inflicts end- 
_less pain for finite sin, ishe not unjust? If he has no 
| pity on the creatures whom he made according to his 
' pleasure, is he not cruel? Now my friend, I must 
confess, | can walk with you on such ground no longer. 
I should be guilty of horrid blasphemy were I to preach 
as Calvinists do, and as I once did. Iam not able to 
see how your reprobates could have a worse enemy 
than their God is. J am sure it is not in the power 
and policy of your satan to treat your reprobates, so 
bad as your God treats them. 
Now will you still choose such dreadful darkness, 
j}and refuse the light of God’s salvation to every one of 
his sinful oflspring ? You have been brought up in 
, such a bigoted way, that it is a settled point that Cal- 
vinism alone is the true doctrine, and that all others 
, are soul-destroying. Hence you cleave to thatsystem, 
| which seems above all others, to reproach the Almigh- 
_ty, and which holds your naked, guilty soul. exposed 
_to the vindictive wrath of a being who is more to be 
dreaded than all the malignant creatures in the uni- 
‘verse combined. It may be presumption in you to 
‘trustin God’s mercy. If you are not one of the elect 
your hoping, praying,and crying,are only the struggles 
ofa dying criminal upon the gallows ; it will have no 
effect to move the compassion of God. He has fixed 
-apon the vessels of mercy and of wrath, according to 
your creed, and he will never change his purpose. If 
you are one of the reprobates, and you do not know to 
the contrary, you were made for endless torment, and 
_all the powers of heaven and earth cannot save you. 
God cannot save, because he has reprobated you to 
' destruction ; and no other power will be permitted to, 
_for the same reason. What hast thou to do with 
peace? Srex Tren. 
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HYMW. 


Great God of love, to Thee we bow, 
And raise the song of praise, 

To Thee we pay our solemn vow, 
And consecrate our days. 


Our faith, O Lord, to thine abode, 
With rapid flight, would soar, 

And trembling Hope, to meet her God, 
Would quit this mortal shore. 


On those delightful, happy plains, 
Where angels tune their lyres, 

Where seraphs chant their loudest strains, 
And joy, all hearts inspires ; 

There love, in one eternal day, 
Her golden sceptre wields, 

And scatters joys that ne’er decay, 
Throughout those blissful fields, 

Life’s limpid stream, its swelling tide, 
From her pure fountain rolls, 

And sacred rills, of comfort glide, 
To cheer our thirsty souls. 


Still unexhausted, unconfin’d, 
Her gentile currents flow, 
And lasting, as the Eternal Mind, 


His boundless goodness show. J. FRIEZE. 
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BRIEF REMARKS ON 


. then he is gone to that dreadful state of punishment. 
For every man, every one of the wicked, must receive 
according to his deeds, and never be delivered to all 
jeternity. This is the conclusion from his premises. 
| The Dr. argues, p. 32, that, ‘If the law do not 
| threaten all that punishment, which sin deserves, we 
/ know not by the law, what sin deserves, or how evil 
\it is. And if we xnow not this by the law, neither do 


we know it by any other part of scripture, nor by any 


correct. Now let us look into the perfect law of God, 
and see if we can find any evil threatened beyond 
death. ‘* The wages of sin is death. The soul that 
sinneth it shall die.” Jesus was made under the law, 
that he might redeem those who are under the law.— 
He was made a curse for us. Hediedforus. Cursed 
is every one that hangeth onatree. Jesus hung ona 
cross—he endured the cursed death of the cross. Was 
there endless misery in all this? If not, then the law 
does not threaten it. It may be said, that a man be- 


death; and he is dying until his mortal life ends, then 
he is dead. 


Dr. Chauncy in-p. 32, evidently takes ground 


sions. For he admits, according to Dr. Edwards, that 
** it was with a view to the obedience and death of 
Christ, wpon this account, upon this ground, for this 
reason, that God was pleased to make the gospel pro- 
mise of a glorious immortality to the miserable sons of 
men.”* 

Now it appears to me, that Christ only came to re- 











EDWARDS acainst CHAUNCY. 


veal or make known the love and mercy of God to sin- 
ners; and not that Christ by his obedience and death, 


other means whatever.” In this 1 think the Dr. is, 


gins to die, as soon as he is fully under the sentence of | 


which he cannot defend, consistently with his conces- | 


POPISH DEVILS DETECTED. 
Extract of a letter from Barcelona i 
June 19, 1894, 

A singular occurrence has taken 
lage, called Artes, near Wostalri 
| leagues from Barcelona. 


» Spain, date 





place here, ina vil. 
ch, about twelve 
| A constitutionalis 
the point of death, his brother called on the curate 
and requested him to come and administer the sacr 
‘ments. The curate refused, saying—“ your Wether i 
| & constitutionalist, that is to say, a villain and lepioes 
| wretch, and an enemy to God and man—he is al 
_ without mercy, and it is therefore useless for me to con- 
fess him!” ** But who told you that my brother was 
damned!”> ** Who told me, (replied the curate 


God himself!” “ What, (cried the astonished 


 » 
jiard,) has God spoken to you! 
| « 


t being at 


s) why 
Span- 


“eV 

: Yes,” anewered 

the curate with assurance; ** God spuhke ty me durines 
° 56 

| the sacrifice of the mass, and told me that your brother 


| was damned to all the devils... It was in vain that 


ithe brother had reiterated his entreaties, the curate 
was inexorable. A few days after, the constitutionalist 
| died, and the brother returned to the curate to beg of 
‘him to perform the funeral ceremony on the body.— 
~The curate refused, saying, ‘* the soul of your brother 
is now burning in hell, as 1 told you before. It would 
, be in vain for me to take anv trouble about interring 
|his body, for during the night the deyils will come and 
carry it away, and in forty days you yourself will mect 
‘with the same fate.” The “paniard not giving impli- 
,cit credit to this diabolical visit, watched daring the 
night by the boy of his brother, with his pistols load- 
ed. Between twelve and one o'clock a knock was 
heard at the door, and a voice exclaimed—* [ com- 


_mand you to open, in the name of the living God;— 


It appears to be the first object of Dr. Edwards, to | procured or purchased, or made God willing to show | open, if not, your instant ruin isat hand.” ‘The Span- 


point out the inconsistences of Dr. Chauncy’s first | 
principles. And if he is faithful in taking extracts | 


mercy to mankind. It was the love of God which 


sent Christ into the world. The sufferings and death 


‘ 


iard refused to open, and shortly after, he saw enter 
| by a window, three able-bodied devils, covered with 


irom Dr. Chauncy’s writings ; and does really give his | of Christ, fulfilled the scriptures ; manifested the love | skins of wild beasts, having the usual quantity of horns, 


meaning, I should think that Dr. Chauncy was not | Of God to sinners; set them an example of meekness | 


consistent with himself. But admitting this as a fact, | 
l think Dr. Edwards, errs as far to the right, as Dr. 
Chauncy to the left, of the strait path of trath. A/| 


' . . 2 j 
inan may adopt sound principles, and be inconsistent the curse of the law is a blessing, because it leads to 
with himself in his manner of defending them. Dr. | TePentance, and eternal glory,proves that the curse Of) 14 the morning, 


Chauncy may be as far from the real truth, in admit-. 
ting sin aod misery to exist for ages of ages in another 
state of being, as Dr. Edwards is in believing the abso- 
lute eternity of hell torments. I thiuk neither of these 
learned Doctors is correct. 


} 


and patience in suffering ; and brought immortality to 
light, by his resurrection from the dead. 
Dr. Edwards, p. 40, in refuting Dr. C.’s notion that 


the law, the miseries of this life, and death itself, are 
no evils, because they work together for the good o¢ 
the elect. Forhe says, ** certainly that which is on 
the whole necessary for a person’s own good, is to him 


ou the whole, no real evil, and theretore nocurse ; but ! 


Dr. Edwards asks, p. 19, ** Can those who are pun- }a good, a blessing; a wise man would choose it for 
ished, according to their deserts, after that be saved, | himself, as it is, in its connexion really and propery 


on the foot of grace through Christ ?” 

Answer. Why not? Ifa sinner is punished accord- 
ing to his deserts, he stands no longer expesed to more 
punishment, but this gives him no title to life and hap- 
piness. The wages of sinisdeath. Suppose the death 


threatened to be misery terminating in annihilation.— | 


Suppose a man commits murder, and deserves to die, 
and suffers the punishment, which the law threatens; 
if such a criminal lives again, and enjoys endless life, 
must it not be the gift of God through Jesus Christ — 
Who can say this is not truth ? 

Were we to assent that this death threatened was 
eternal it would effectually prevent, eternal life com- 
ing afterwards, But the threatenings of the law, are 
not against the promisesof God. Dr. E. p. 23, seems 
to admit that some will receive according to their 
deeds. But he overlooks what he calls ‘* many and 
positive declarations of scriptures.” For the scriptures 
to which he refers, extend to all mankind, without ex- 
ception. Such as the following. ‘* That God wiil 
render to every man according to his deeds, and ac- 
cording as his work shall be : That every one shall re- 
ceive according to the things done in the body: That 
the wicked shall not come out of the place of punish- 
ment till they shall have paid the uttermost farthing, 
and the very last mite.””. Now if the Dr. ever sinned 
in bis life time, and his sin deserved endless misery, 


eligible and des::able.” According to this mode of 


reasoning, Dr. t.. may be charged with holding that 
there is no curse, no real evil in the universe, because 


_ church. 

Page 41. The Dr. teaches, that all which the repro- 
| bate enjoy in this world is only a curse, it is no good, 
‘because, ** taken in its proper connexions and depen- 
dences renders him more miserable than he would be 
without it.”? So, ‘* on the contrary,’ he says, ** that 
is a blessing to a person, which taken in its proper con. 
uexions and dependences, renders him more happy 
than he would be. without it. It is just as great a 
blessing, and just as great a privilege, as happiness it- 
self.” According to this statement, a rational exist- 
ence; the death of Christ; the strivings of the spirit ; 
the calls of the gospel; and all the good things of this 
life, are only curses to the reprobate ; because God de- 
signs their endless misery ; brings them iuto the world 
totally depraved; withholds regenerating grace, and 
cuts them off from time ina state of sin. Now if this 
be true, how is God either just or good to those crea- 
tures, whom he curses into existence, curses while they 
live, aud curses to alleteruity? Ought such creatures 
to be thankful to God for his curses? Cr can they be 
i guilty of the siu of ingratitude ? 

(Yo be concluded in orr next.) 








claws, and spiked tails, who set abont carrying the 
(coffin containing the body. Upon tiis the Spaniard 
fired, and shot one devil dead. The others took to 
| flight—he fired after them, and wounded both, one of 
whom died in a few minutes, and the other escaped. 
when the people went to charch, 
there was no Curate to officiate, and it was shortly af- 
(ter discovered, on examining the two defunct devils, 
‘that one was the curate and the other the vicar—the 
| wounded devil was the sacristan, who confessed the 
| whole diabolical proceeding. This singular case is bow 


| before the criminal tribuual of Barcelona. 


Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal. 


On reading the above, the inquiry is naturally ex- 
cited, were these men believers in the existence ofa 
Devil, or did they merely make use of the name to in- 


‘God will overrule it all for the greatest good of the | crease their influence and authority, and shelter them- 


selves from the punishment of the blackest crimes? 
Did the belief of endless punishment shield them, 
when tempted by ambition and interest, from falsehood 
and cruelty? 
Are there no Devils of the above description except 
in Spain? QUERIST. — 





Married in this City, by the Rev. Paul Dean, Mr. 
Loring Whiting to Miss Mary Smith. 

In Roxbury, by Rey. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Elisha Tol- 
man, jr. of Boston, to Miss Henrietta H. Mayo, of R._ 


‘Died in this City, on the 16th inst. Hon Stephen 
Hooper, aged 29, a member of the Board of Aldermen. 
—On the 12th inst. Mr. Henry Putney, formerly of 
Wenthworth, N. H. aged 21 years.—In Newton, very 
suddenly, Miss Mary Farnsworth, aged 25. 
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